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C oyote Ridge is home to many animals protected under federal or state laws,

including golden and bald eagles, the prairie falcon, the white-tailed kite, the

California red-legged fro g ,

the California tiger

s a l a m a n d e r, Ho m’s

m i c roblind harvestman, and

Op l e r’s longhorned moth.

C oyote Ridge is a hot spot

of native plant dive r s i t y,

hosting ten species of plants

listed as rare or endangere d

by the California Na t i ve

Plant So c i e t y.

The last healthy populations of the threatened Bay checkerspot butterfly are

found along Coyote Ridge.  Bay checkerspot caterpillars feed only on California

The Treasure
of Santa Clara Valley

Imagine a place with sweeping vistas, soaring eagles, carpets of

wildflowers, rare butterflies, bobcats, pronghorn antelope,

coyotes, and an occasional mountain lion.  This place, Coyote

Ridge, is within view of downtown San Jose and is an amazing

beauty spot of the Santa Clara Valley.

Coyote Ridge is special because of its unusual soil, on which

many of its protected animals and rare plants depend.  The

predominant rock of Coyote Ridge is serpentinite, or

serpentine — the State Rock of California.  Serpentine

weathers to poor, thin, rocky soils that are toxic to most plants.

Plants on serpentine soils are specifically adapted to those

conditions, and many grow nowhere else.  Few non-native

species can invade undisturbed serpentine soils.

Much of this special serpentine habitat has been lost to

development.  Serpentine underlies 12,000 acres around the

Santa Clara Valley. The

largest single block is

Coyote Ridge, 7000 acres

of hillside east of Highway

101, south of San Jose.

Coyote Ridge offers us the

last chance to protect a

large serpentine ecosystem

in the Bay Area. 

...or it will be gone forever.
Coyote Ridge is a jewel of the Santa Clara Valley. And this jewel is

increasingly threatened by development pressures, air pollution, and poorly

managed grazing.  Hillside home development threatens to pave over large areas

of serpentine.  Smog acts as slow-release nitrogen fertilizer, adding 10 to 15

pounds of nitrogen per acre to the

grasslands each year. This added nitrogen

allows weeds to overrun the native

wildflowers on all but the thinnest patches

of soils.  Surprisingly, well-managed,

moderate cattle grazing is essential to keep

the weeds down and allow native

wildflowers and Bay checkerspot butterfly

populations to thrive.

Coyote Ridge is a key link in the belt of open space around Santa Clara

Valley. The ridge is contiguous with public and undeveloped lands.  It contains

some of the most unspoiled native habitats remaining in the area.

Coyote Ridge is a hot spot of plant and

animal diversity. International conservation

organizations recognize the San Francisco Bay

Area as a global hot spot for biodiversity.

Coyote Ridge is a true hot spot within the

Bay Area. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,

in its 1998 Recovery Plan for Serpentine Soil

Species of the San Francisco Bay Area,

identified Coyote Ridge as a key area for

preservation and recovery of many endangered species.  It has proposed a

designation of critical habitat for the Bay checkerspot butterfly on the ridge.

Coyote Ridge is a natural science laboratory. Scientists from Stanford

University, UC Berkeley, and elsewhere are studying effects of soils,

temperature, pollinators,

and human environmental

factors on the ecosystem.

Coyote Ridge is part of

our heritage. The ridge

remains much as it was

before the development of

the valley, a piece of  our

past that can be preserved

— if we act now.

Coyote Ridge — A hot spot of diversity This treasure must be preserved now... 
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Coyote Ridge Plants 
Listed as Rare or
Endangered by the
California Native
Plant Society

Ti b u ron Indian paintbru s h
Santa Clara Valley dudleya
C oyote ceanothus
Metcalf canyon jewe l f l owe r
Ha l l’s bush mallow
Mount Hamilton thistle
Fragrant fritillary
Smooth lessingia
San Francisco wallflower 
Most beautiful jewe l f l owe r

plantain and owl’s clover, and adult butterflies sip nectar from native wildflower

species found on the ridge.  The preservation of the Coyote Ridge population is

critical to the surv i val of this rare and beautiful butterf l y.

Serpentine

American kestrel.
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Most beautiful jewe l f l owe r.
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Santa Clara Valley dudleya.
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Tiburon Indian paint-
brush.  Photo: John Game

Mount Hamilton thistle.
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Fuchsia-flowered gooseberry.
Photo: John Game

Bay checkerspot butterfly.
Photo: Ed Ross

Eastward view from Coyote Ridge.
Photo: Ken Himes
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Protecting the treasure

This tre a s u re of the Santa Clara Valley is adjacent to an ever-expanding urban
population.  Eve ry day, new homes, factories, offices, and golf courses adva n c e
t ow a rd the serpentine ridges.  The lands of Coyote Ridge must be managed so
as to protect permanently their special habitats — through acquisition,
c o n s e rvation easements and re s o u rce management plans.

• The Greenline of the City of San Jo s e . San Jose has adopted an urban
g rowth boundary called the Greenline, which re p resents the limit of most
urban development.  Much of Coyote Ridge is protected by the curre n t
Greenline.  Howe ve r, laws and regulations can be changed, and the
Greenline alone cannot protect this tre a s u re in perpetuity.  

• The Na t u re Conservancy Mount Hamilton Project. C oyote Ridge lies
within the priority land conservation boundary established by The Na t u re
C o n s e rvancy (TNC) to pre s e rve diverse habitats surrounding Mo u n t
Hamilton. Their strategy for pre s e rving these lands between the Sa n
Francisco Bay and the Central Valley is to “combine public lands and priva t e
holdings into sustainable landscapes large enough to ensure the long-term
health of their natural communities of animals and plants.”  TNC can
facilitate substantial land acquisitions and conservation easements on Coyo t e
Ridge and ensure its permanent pro t e c t i o n .

• The Santa Clara County Open Space Au t h o ri t y (SCCOSA).  An open
space district formed by the legislature in 1992, SCCOSA has goals that
include pre s e rvation of the hillside lands visible from the valley floor, and
p re s e rvation of habitats for rare and endangered species.  Coyote Ridge has
been identified as a priority area for SCCOSA.

• The US Fish and Wildlife Service.  This federal agency is responsible
for enforcing the Endangered Species Act.  It has the power to stop ill-
designed projects that threaten protected species on Coyote Ridge.
Public support for the Endangered Species Act and local vigilance can
help the Service protect the ridge.

What you can do
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Coyote Ridge
Our treasure to protect
for future generations
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The ultimate responsibility to protect what we cherish lies with all of us.  We
h a ve the power to choose our lawmakers, to tell them our priorities, and to
hold them accountable for legislating meaningful environmental pro t e c t i o n .
Su p p o rt the Greenline. Su p p o rt local environmental organizations that are
w o rking to protect Coyote Ridge.  Help ensure that the tre a s u re of the
Santa Clara Valley is protected for future generations.

To learn more or get involved in the effort to save Coyote Ridge, contact
the California Native Plant Society at (650) 856-7579.
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